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Dear Student,

We want to help you become the most prepared medical school applicant and successful student 
possible. As such, the University of Vermont College of Medicine has created a Summer Medical 
School Prep Program to help you prepare for the revised MCAT, build clinical experience with formal 
shadowing and medical simulation center activities, and practice essential interviewing skills. The 
program is being offered by accomplished College of Medicine Teaching Academy faculty.  But, you 
won’t just learn from faculty.  You will also be assigned to a current Medical Student who will serve as 
your personal mentor, and provide you with the “inside scoop” about applying to and succeeding 
in medical school today.

Applying what you learn in this carefully designed program should help you stand-out as an applicant 
and succeed as a medical student.  In addition to my new role as the Program Director, I have been 
a faculty member in the College of Medicine for more than 30 years. During that time I have had the 
pleasure of working with undergraduate, graduate and medical students at all training levels, both as 
their teacher and mentor. I currently serve  as the Director of Pre-clinical Assessment in the College of 
Medicine Vermont Integrated Curriculum (VIC) and prior to that served as the Director of a VIC first year 
course for 13 years. As a result of those experiences and my membership on the College of Medicine 
Admissions Committee, I have an in-depth understanding of what it takes to get into medical school 
and how to be successful as a medical student.  I’m confident we’ve pulled together the right team of 
teachers and mentors in order to create the right learning experiences to help you confidently progress 
through your pre-med pathway into medical school.

During the program (June 20 – July 15, four weeks) you will perform virtual medical procedures in 
UVM’s state-of-the-art medical simulation center and have an opportunity to watch a live surgery. 
You’ll also have an opportunity to practice for medical school interviews through mock multiple mini 
interviews (MMIs) with feedback to improve interview skills.  Finally, to support your application to 
medical school, students who successfully complete the program will receive a detailed personalized 
assessment document that has great value as a developmental tool and as a highlight in your 
educational portfolio. 
 
This program is for pre-med students who are getting ready to take the MCAT and apply to medical 
school. We expect that most participants will have completed their first three years of undergraduate 
pre-med coursework before starting the program this summer.  Recent graduates are welcome to 
participate as long as you have completed the standard pre-med course requirements.
 
If this program sounds like a good fit for you, then I encourage you to register immediately because 
seats are limited.  Learn more and register online at learn.uvm.edu/summermed.
 
Sincerely,

 

Paula Tracy, Ph.D. 
 
Program Director, UVM College of Medicine 
Summer Medical School Prep Program 
Professor of Biochemistry


